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The Scripture reading

When Jesus began his ministry in Galilee soon after his baptism by John in the Jordan River, it didn’t take long before he became known for his teaching and healing ministry.  Throughout the Gospels it is evident that crowds gathered quickly around him whenever the people knew he was around.  They wanted to 

· hear his words, 

· they wanted to experience his healing touch in their lives, 

· and they wanted to see his power at work in the lives of others.  

And it was just such an occasion, early in his work when Jesus found himself surrounded by people at the waters edge on the Sea of Galilee.  It says that the people were crowding around him to hear the Word of God.  

There is something inspiring about hearing the words of a great teacher or communicator.   Even today, there are many examples of this in popular culture, not to mention how this has been so in the church.  Over the years, it has been so inspiring to hear the words of great preachers and teachers of the Word of the Lord.  It’s one of the gifts that you hope for in your next pastor – that he would have the gift of being able to speak the Word of the Lord in a way that is accurate, sensible, and interesting.  And in his time, as well as throughout all time, none could do this better than Jesus, the Master teacher, the master communicator.  How we too would have loved to listen to him.  And so the crowds came and hung on the words that he spoke.  

But that’s not really the main point of this story.  The main point of this story has to do more with what Jesus did, what He said to Peter, and what happened.  As it turned out, the crowds were so large that they were pushing Jesus into the sea.  Peter and the others were washing their nets from a night of fishing on the Sea.   (Presumably, Peter and the others had already become acquainted with Jesus.  Perhaps they had even begun to spend some time with him.  No doubt they had already come to know who Jesus was to some degree; they had begun to follow him.  Though there was a definite turning point, maybe at this time, they were still dabbling in the fishing industry.)  

But as it turned out on this occasion, they had fished all night, caught nothing, and were now washing their nets of the seaweed and other debris they had collected during the night.   And it happened that Jesus came by that way and probably stopped to chat.  In the mean time a crowd began to form and so He got into Peter’s boat and asked him if he could push out into the water a bit.  Then He sat and taught the people from there.  It was a perfect setting – Jesus in the boat, the people on shore.  Maybe among other things he told them the story of the farmer who sowed the seed on various kinds of soil.  We don’t know.  But then the scene changed.  He turns his attention to Peter.   

It’s been helpful for me to understand that it seems Jesus had two different agendas while he was here on earth.  On one hand he went everywhere preaching in the synagogues and preaching the good news of the kingdom, healing every disease and sickness among the people.  His purpose in this was to announce the coming of God’s kingdom.  It was like his coming broke into the kingdom of darkness to introduce the kingdom of light.  And he did it through his words and through his deeds just as He is doing it today through believers wherever they find themselves.  

But as I mentioned before, there was something else that Jesus came to do: it was to make disciples and to build a church of sanctified people who would open their lives to Him in a very personal way.  And so even here in this story, you see Jesus turning his attention from one to the other – from speaking to the crowds about matters of the kingdom, to the other aspect of his great purpose: spending some special time with these who wanted to follow him, to become participants in his church.  

(I think it’s helpful to think in terms of these two purposes of Jesus which really is the pattern that Jesus has in mind for each of us as well.  

· As Christians he has called us to be “salt and light” wherever life finds us – seeking to make his message of love and grace known at home, in our neighbourhoods, at work, within our communities.

· But in the process we also need to give attention to the matter of making disciples and building his church.  As you know, there is much talk these days about being missional churches.  This means that we need to be going into our communities and relationships with the Good News of the Kingdom.  But it’s also important that we seek to make disciples, seeing people come to faith in Christ, being baptized, and folded into the church.  That’s what Jesus was doing here.  In this case he asks Peter to go out into the deeper water to let down his nets for a catch.  

In making disciples, Jesus is always pushing his disciples to go a little deeper, to go a little further, and to take some new steps of faith.  That’s what it means to be a disciple of Jesus.  As followers of Jesus, we should not be surprised that He asks us to try things that we have never tried before. 

Do you find this to be so?  I know I do.  I’m always finding that He is pushing me in some new direction, getting me to trust Him in some new way.  And at first, our temptation is always to resist.  And this was also true of Peter.  We are prone to talk back to him, and to say, But Master, you don’t understand.  We’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything.  
Don’t you see Lord?  I’ve been trying to be good, trying to do what’s right.  I’ve been working hard at so many things and here you are asking me to do it again, to do something that really doesn’t make sense.  After all, it’s daytime now.  The fish are gone for the day; they’re not feeding now.  

Do you find yourself talking back to the Lord sometimes when He is asking you to do something that you may not have tried before?  Or maybe you’ve tried it and it hasn’t worked very well, and you’re tired.  You’re thinking about having something to eat and about getting some rest.  But Jesus is thinking faith and trust, obedience, fruitfulness and the joy that comes from that!   

It’s not in the text here, but I’m thinking there was a long pause between Peter’s first response and his next statement.  Master, we’ve worked hard all night and caught nothing.  Peter falls silent.  He looks at Jesus.  Jesus looks at him.  Finally, after a long time, Peter says, But if you say so, I will let down the nets.  

And so they shove off and go out into the deep and they throw the net into the sea.  At first everything is still, but it isn’t long before the water is churning with the activity of hundreds of fish that seemed to come from nowhere.  Surprise, surprise, the net is full of fish – so much so that they are beginning to break with the weight of the fish.  So they signal their partners to come and give them a hand.  They come and fill both boats.  And now they have another problem.  The boats are so full that they are beginning to sink.  And amidst the hard work, the heaving and the sloshing of fish in the boat, there is laughter and sighs of unbelief with the large catch of fish that seemed to materialize before their very eyes.  

Peter is overwhelmed.  All he can say to Jesus is – go away from me Lord, for I am a sinful man!  But Jesus simply looks at him and says, Don’t be afraid.  From now on, you will catch men.  You Peter have just been launched into a whole new business.  It’s not about catching fish, but about catching men – for God and his kingdom.  

So it’s not surprising to read that they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything, and followed him.  

As I’ve come to this third trimester of my time with you, I’ve been asking myself what it’s going to take for the church to move forward in the coming years.  I’ve been asking the Lord what I can say to you about what needs to happen in order for a change to take place.  And it is true that the church needs a lot of practical changes:  But I think one of the greatest needs at this time is for the church to have an attitude of faith and trust.     

It’s possible to come to this place in the life and ministry of the church and to wonder what’s going to happen.  It’s possible to have a wait-and-see attitude.  It’s possible to sort of put it all on the shelf and to become pre-occupied with other things.   After all, you could be forgiven if you feel like you’ve worked hard – have fished all night, so to speak, and caught nothing.  You may feel like there’s nothing more to give, nothing more to do but to mind what you have – and to wait and see.  

But today, Jesus comes along and he says, I want you to re-engage.  I want you to put out to sea again and to let down your nets for a catch.   And in so doing, it seems to me that he is appealing directly to your sense of faith again.  As an individual and as a church, He wants you to trust Him once again.  He wants you to commit yourself in faith to see Him work for you. 

This is what the Christian life is about.  There are so many examples throughout the Bible about how God’s people were called upon again and again to exercise their faith.  I think of the time they were to apply the blood of the lamb to the doorposts of their homes to avoid the death angel, or the time when they were called to go forward at the Red Sea or the Jordan River, or the time they were to march around the walls of Jericho…

One of the things you come to realize as you grow in your Christian life is that faith is not merely something passive.  It’s not just something you believe and then sit on.  No, faith is an active thing.  It is acting upon the conviction that something is true.  It’s how you become a Christian: that if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart… (Romans 10).
And so it is that I wonder whether God may be asking you to act upon your faith in some way today.  Could it be that He is asking you to lean into the conviction that there is more to do here in Kitimat?  You may be mending your nets, but He is asking you to push out into the deep to let down your nets for a catch.  

Some time ago now, Carolyn and I ended up at a little church in North Battleford, Sask that had been there for some years.  In many ways, it was a bit like this church -- relatively small, an older congregation, and perhaps a bit discouraged – in a town something like this one.  But it wasn’t too long after we arrived that hope began to emerge.  As a young pastor, I really didn’t know too much of what I was doing, but we had faith and energy, and some great people who believed that God could bring change.  

And so it happened.  People started coming to church, some came to know the Lord, and before you knew it we had an intern who became a youth pastor.  And God started to give us a larger vision.  After awhile, the people started to see the need for a larger facility.  So we planned a building, sold our church, and raised funds for a new one.  Within eight years the church congregation doubled and we moved into a new building.  

I’m not sure what God’s going to do here, but whatever He does, it begins with people like you and me who are willing to believe God and to re-engage.  Lots of things have changed, but some haven’t.  Still He calls his people to move out into the deep and to let down their nets for a catch.  And it’s up to us to recognize His voice, to obey, and to watch what He will do. 

